
 

 

 
15th  September 2017 
 

Dear Year 4 Parents, 
 
Welcome to the new school year. I hope that you had a great summer break and that your children are now settling 
into life in year 4. I am really looking forward to working with your children this year. They have been an absolute 
pleasure so far! Here are a few notes that you might find useful. 
 
 
Themes and topics 
This term our history learning will be based around Ancient Greece and particular focus will be given to the life of 
Alexander the Great. Our science work will be based around the topic of electricity. At the beginning of both topics, 
children will be given the opportunity to ask their own questions and therefore influence the direction their lessons 
and learning will take. Our literacy lessons will be based around the high quality texts provided by CLPE. Please do 
not introduce your child to these text before they have been presented in class. We aim to foster a feeling of 
surprise and wonder during our lessons! 
 
Home learning 
The structure of home learning will be very similar to that in year 3. Every half term pupils will be set an open ended 
question, investigation or task. They will be expected to present their answers in their home learning project books. 
However the way in which they present the information they have found is entirely up to them. This might include 
writing, drawing, photograph, poems etc. It is expected that the standard of presentation will be very high and 
children should not copy or stick text straight from the internet. You can find more detailed instructions in your 
child’s home learning book.  
In addition to this, children will be set a piece of maths and spelling every Thursday. This should be completed in 
their home learning journals and handed in by the following Tuesday.  
 
Multiplication tables 
Children are expected to be able to work out the multiplication and division facts to 12x12 by the end of year 4. 
Children will be set a multiplication tables activity every Friday called Ticking Your Tables. This is an untimed task  
which is designed to encourage fluency.  Please support your child by discussion how they can work out new facts 
from those which they already know.  
 
Spelling 
Throughout the week the children will be learning spelling rules. Initially for spelling home learning, children will be 
learning words from the year 3/4 list of words. New spellings will be set every Thursday and children will be tested 
on Fridays. Children will be given games to make the process more enjoyable.  
 
 
Home reading  
Please continue to listen to your child read or talk about their reading book regularly. The pupils are expected to 
complete three diary entries about their book each week. The diary should be handed into school every Tuesday 
along with the home learning.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
P.E. 
Year 4 will do P.E. on Tuesdays and Fridays. They will need the following kit to take part – shorts, t-shirt (house t-shirt 
or plain white), trainers and plimsolls. In winter they will need jogging bottoms and a sweat shirt. Please ensure that 
all items are named and kept in a small draw string bag. For safety, long hair must be tied back and earrings either 
removed or covered with a sticking plaster. (You will need to provide the sticking plaster yourself.) 
 
Water bottles and Snacks 
Please provide your child with a named water bottle. Check that they fill these in the morning and bring them to 
school daily. Children are also allowed to bring fruit or vegetables to eat as a snack at morning break time.   
 
School uniform 
Please ensure that all items of uniform and other clothing brought to school are named. As we are an all weather 
school, children will need a waterproof coat with a hood everyday.  Fleeces continue to be considered as outdoor 
clothing and should not be worn inside.  
 
Note, slips and money 
To ensure that any notes, slips and money reach the correct destination, please check that your child places them on 
the teacher’s desk, in a small box marked notes from home, when they arrive in school. Please do not deliver them 
to the office. Any payments can be more safely made through School gateway 
 
Early Start 
To ensure that we make the maximum use of our learning time, children are encouraged to come into school from 
8.35am. As soon as they come into school, they should put their materials away and be ready to start the Early 
Morning Task. 
 
Our Class Assembly 
You are all invited to attend our class assembly which is on Friday 6th October. This will be at the new start time of 
9.00am. Our class cake sale will be at the end of the day as usual. 
 
Do follow our activities on the school blog which can be accessed through the school website. This will have a 
mixture of photos, samples of work and descriptions of exciting learning happening in year 4 and will be updated 
regularly. Finally, if you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. As I am supervising early morning 
work from 8.35am, it is not appropriate to discuss matters first thing. Please make an appointment to see me by 
contacting the office stating briefly what you would like to discuss. 
 
Thank you for your continued support, 
 
 
Kathryn Avent  
 
      
 
 

 

 

 


